i oo 


whe 


UID STATES. ‘DEPARONDN OF AGRIQURTURE coc 2 ose 
| BUREAU OF soRI CULT. Ral ECONOMICS Dine Rec Der 4 \L OLy 


‘Preliminary Report on “avevey of Fedios, Telephones and “Ble otricity 


‘on Parms - Fulty TOR 


Of the 8: 100° farms which replied to a questionnaires mailed bv the Bureau of 
dercult Urel. economics lest July, over cight out of ten have radios while Six: out 
of ten have electricity from a central power station, bub. less than four out’ often 
have telephones. Questionneires were mailed to 15,099 farmers. Census data show 
that wie percenvarc| of the nation's farms havinre radios and electricity has been 
inereasing Saari ye since 1940.0 2ut the; rercentare of farms having telephones was 
emedvier i391 1940 and 190. than’ in, 1920. If the survey indications hold true for the 
netion chee Dev mercontars Ol Larms naving tele »hones is’ now just we: ing back to 
Pee level. the BRieures for redios include sil those in working order -- 
bettery-opersted sets as well as other kinds. 


W Previous deta on these three items have bDevn based on the Census of Agriculturs 
made every five years, The BAE Survey was a part of the basis for estimates,.on 
pee cehion published in Govober, ae Rural Blectrification Administration, 
Vipggiwere revenued 10m) this report, he BAER sample data have been summarized torms 
of the Bere as a whole, nine Ee aonk cdl regions, ;and for 31 States, The spmole 
@iehe other 17 States was too small for estimates of percentages within the States, 


In 1950, barely .2O percent of the: netionts farms: had radios 


eent had electricity; and 34 pereent had telephones. Ten :re 432 
iemeect Os sebouL 50, percent hadveloectritity bh 5 ent had telephones, 


2) & 
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Tay 195, nearly Ghree-guarters of the farms nad radjos, nearly half hed electricity, 

testi ll not quite @ third had telenhones. From 1930 on, the West and the North 

Weve, Geen consistently above these United States averages while the South has. been 
a 


Peewee  suGlune (Crends have been about the same throughout the 


‘ ‘ & ) is Ay in bn + We Nh OBIE 8 cr te] ES sid bY 
Op. the atine weorraph fieebirernrons, tistedoin the table on thevother side, Ghe 


Paeweve Coast farms which replied show the, largest ie gog i vike having radios and 
encentare ‘Of Wanns with /téleonones.in 


Peocericity. The survey: shows hes langest,p 

feeeewetanas Inisach refion an ayerase of at least seven “fermers out of ten who 
Replied have radios. The sample in the Hast South Central States showed the 
smallest proportion of ferms with electricity eh ted Seu ting while the South Atlantic 
Pes showed tie smallest proportion with telephone 
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Perea teouutes fOr which ‘surver date were summarized, Washineton leeds in 
tie Mercentare of farms havine radios, with 946 percent of those answering the — 
@Guescionnairs. In lt esrant lease (2 Hub.Of LO Perms: whien replied ne 
Padivos. -In all the e& GO thirds of the ifarms which, replied had 
Facies. New Jersey @nd Vashineton lead in the proportion of farms with electricity 
Prom e@ centre] power station - each with 95 sevebnte. New York is a close third. 
Paes conte s Or Wane Survey data on telephones were adequate, Iowa is the only 
Onemmsre (ea cht ae Piomen bums neported, telerhones.s..Tllinois ‘end Kensas follow, 
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Weanever soven farms out of ten rep 


Worth Dakota had the smallest percentace of farms with electricity from 6 
“eentral power station -- 16 percent, South Dakota ranks next to the lowest on 
this count, with 16 percent, and ‘Mississippi next with 33 percent. In 6 of the 
Ye Southern Stetes less than one farm in ben reported having telephone service. 
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Group of States 


New England 1/ 


New York 

New Jersey 

Pennsylvania 
Middle Atlantic States 


Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michican 
Wisconsin 
Hast North Central States 


Minnesota 
Lowa 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
Sguth Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 
West North Central States 


Maryland & Delaware 
Virginia 
West Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgie, 
Florida 

South Atlantic States 


Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabena 
Mississippi 
East South Central States 


Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texe, 
West South Central States 


Mountain States (Ariz., Colo., 


Washington 

Oregon 

California 
-acific States 


inited States 


SJSemple too small for individual State estimates, 


ifFe ‘centage of 8,400 farms reporting to BAR July, 
/Sased on es stimates released by Rural Electrif i omheen rip eeaca ion October By Oy 
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Nev., New Mex., Utah, Wyo.) 1 , 
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